MAHATMA  GANDHI  AT RABINDRANATH*S  SANTINIKETAN

Revealing the open and generous character of the Asram
he declared in his sermon 'The Pledge of Freedom'
(Santiniketan, Part 17):

What is the great legacy the Maharshi1 has left us?
The Asram, and no sect or community. Here we
shall find shelter from the worship of an individual or
a party. Enlivened by the memory Of his saintly life
we shall welcome all who may come to this home of
liberty, no matter what race or country they belong to.
May convention raise no bars to our receiving every-
body- without any respect as to what country he comes
from or what faith he professes. May our minds remain
free from the recorded prejudices of any sect.

Armed with Gurudev's blessings and the good wishes of
the asramites, two of its young workers, Andrews and
Pearson, had already delivered this message to the mem-
bers of the Phoenix Settlement in South Africa (30 Novem-
ber, 1913), who were destined to be our guests within a
year or two. Towards the end of the Satyagraha movement
in South Africa when they were about to return, Rabindra-
nath wrote in a letter (Santiniketan, February, 1914) to
Andrews :

We are waiting for you, knowing that you are
coming to us with your heart filled with the wisdom
of death and the tender strength of sorrow. You know
that our best love was with you while you were fighting
our cause in South Africa along with Mr. Gandhi and
others.

It should be noted that Gandhiji had not yet
become known to the world as 'Mahatmaji'. He writes
of this in his Autobiography in his own humorous way:

I had fortunately not yet become *Mahatma'? nor

1 Rabin dranath's father MaharsH Devendranatb Tagore, the founder
of Santiniketan Asram.
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